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LIFE AND HEALTH IN RURAL AMERICA

Poll: Many Rural Americans Struggle With
Financial Insecurity, Access To Health Care

K KFF Health News il 202(1;1 L 1 @8 s

: : Some digital divides persist between
Loom|_ng_Cuts to Emergency SNAP Benefits Threaten Food rural, urban and suburban America
Security in Rural America

In a few weeks, pandemic-era emergency boosts to SNAP henafi
food stamps, will be rolled back across 32 states,...

%1 Americans have made large gains in adopting digital technology over the past
: and have narrowed some digital gaps. However, StV ETBIIEE (S EN B R H B VA B
an adults to have home broadband and less likely than urban adults to own a

 rtphone, tablet computer or traditional computer.
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WISCOﬂSln RES|de’ntS Want ACCESS tO Series: Challenges To Wisconsin's Rural Schools

Internet Now and Don’t Care How Enrollment Declines, Funding Sources Put
They Get It Wisconsin's Rural Schools In A Bind

By David Keech - Septembe @ 7743

Districts Like Adams-Friendship Contend With New Needs, Dec AAMCNEWS
Resources Districts

o Health Disparities Affect
Millions in Rural U.S.
Communities
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https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/05/21/725059882/poll-many-rural-americans-struggle-with-financial-insecurity-access-to-health-ca
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/looming-cuts-to-emergency-snap-benefits-threaten-food-security-in-rural-america/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/08/19/some-digital-divides-persist-between-rural-urban-and-suburban-america/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/29/magazine/rural-homeless-students.html
https://wiscontext.org/enrollment-declines-funding-sources-put-wisconsins-rural-schools-bind
https://www.onfocus.news/new-statewide-survey-rural-wisconsin-residents-want-access-to-internet-now-and-dont-care-how-they-get-it/
https://www.aamc.org/news/health-disparities-affect-millions-rural-us-communities

MANY SMALL TOWNS

ARE STRUGGLING

Globalization |,
automation ,decline in
entrepreneurship ,and
the rise ofthe
knowledge economy
have disproportionately
affected ruralareas

(Center on RuralInnovation,2023; Devarajetal.,2020;
Goetzetal.2018;Kilkenny and Partridge,2009)
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/05/24/real-surprisingly-comforting-reason-rural-america-is-doomed-decline/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://ruralinnovation.us/blog/equity-economic-opportunity-rural-america/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-37689-5_4
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-8276.2009.01320.x

THE BALL CORPORATION

“There was nothing about
the town that particularly
appealed to me ,but the
men were allcourteous,
kind,and businesslike”

—Frank Clayfon Ball, 1887




BUT MANY SMALL

TOWNS ARE
PROSPERING

High -amenity and
metro -adjacent
small towns and
rural communities
tend to fare better

(Goetzetal.,2018; Mulligan,2013; Deller et al.,2001)

Change in population since 1950
The areas defined as metropolitan in 1950 have since grown
more slowly than the rural remainder of the country.

According to definitions from...
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(2018)



https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/05/24/real-surprisingly-comforting-reason-rural-america-is-doomed-decline/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1093/aepp/ppx061
https://rsaiconnect.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rsp3.12005
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/0002-9092.00161

THE QUALITY OF LIFE (R)EVOLUTION

“Mayors are shifting their focus from attracting firms to
attracting residents by improving quality of life”

— The Economist, September 2021



https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/the-new-economics-of-global-cities/21804271

ESTIMATING QUALITY OF LIFE IN SMALL TOWNS

Markets can reveal preferences for locations and for

amenities
. |

Households are willing to

pay higher housing prices m
and even forego higher

wages to live 1n areas with m
higher quality of life




THE LOCATION PREMIUM

Martha’s Vineyard, MA Enon, OH



“Half the pay for a view of the bay”
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00168-022-01155-5

QUALITY OF LIFE

Matters more for
population growth
and job growth

Especially true for
small towns
(micropolitan areas)
and for the Midwest

(Austin, Weinstein, Hicks, Wornell, 2022 )
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https://www.brookings.edu/articles/improving-quality-of-life-not-just-business-is-the-best-path-to-midwestern-rejuvenation/

SO, WHAT MAKES A PLACE NICE?




SO, WHAT MAKES

A PLACE NICE?

> Recreation

> Arts and culture

> Better health

> Food stores

> Personal care places
> Proximity to a metro
> Low crime rates

> Good schools

> Work from home
(broadband)




SURVEY OF ENTREPRENEURS

Question :
What attracts innovative
entrepreneurs to a location?

Answer :
Talented workers, and the

quality of life that these
workers like endeavor. 201



https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/02/what-cities-really-need-to-attract-entrepreneurs-according-to-entrepreneurs/425184/

ITS AViCiOUs5 VIRTUOUS CIRCLE

High quality oflife places Highly skilled workers more

keep &attract more people likely to start businesses in
(Weinstein, Hicks, Wornell, 2022) high —amen ity p lace S

(Conroyand Watson,2023)

Smallbusinesses can
increase quality of life
providing local goods &
services we need and want

(Weinstein, Hicks, Wornell,2022)

Higher quality of life
Increases business
startups

Growth of startups in the Smalllocally own§d firms
can have a larger impact

knowledge economy —local wealth ,
: : . : on economic growth
creation &reinvestment —quality of life Flemine and Goets. 20 11



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00168-022-01155-5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891242411407312
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11187-023-00734-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00168-022-01155-5
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Thank you

Amanda Weinstein

Email: amanda.weinstein@ruralinnovation.us

Website:https://ruralinnovation.us

Address:
2 Quechee Rd
Hartland, VT 05048

Phone: 802-436-4100

Social:
LinkedIn | Twitter |[Facebook | Instagram | YouTube



mailto:amanda.weinstein@ruralinnovation.us
https://ruralinnovation.us/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11099658
https://twitter.com/Ruralinno
https://www.facebook.com/RuralInno/
https://www.instagram.com/ruralinno/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyqbtSrv4Nad9vVv4dQptcA
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