FARMER-LED CLIMATE-SMART
COMMODITIES INITIATIVE:
BUILDING SUCCESS FROM
THE GROUND UP



Edge willspearhead a multi-partner project aimed at
expanding climate-sm art m arkets and establishing dairy

and sugar as climate-smart com modities.

The co-op applied forthe grant earlier last year through
the USDA’s new Partnerships for Clim ate-Sm art

Com m odities program .
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Who We Are

We are the only collaborative, non-profit
organization that provides resources, advocacy,
support and empowerment for farmers who are

innovating and demonstrating sustainable farming
practices during a time of increased interest in
agriculture and food origins.
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

O6Edge  WDBA

_ _ DAIRY BUSINESS | DAIRY
Dairy Farmer Cooperative ASSOCIATION | FORWARD




What We Do

Unite. Inspire. Empower.
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Connect farmers Manage projects Coordinate Support
and the supply dedicated to measuring on-farm farmer-led
chainin the impact of sustainability watershed
sustainability conservation learning conservation groups
projects for practices—both opportunities
mutual benefit environmentally and

financially




Current members

WESTERN WISCONSIN
CONSERVYATION COUNCIL

Calumet County Ag
Stewardship Alliance

PROGRESSIVE FARMERS



Paving the Way to
Economically Viable Conservation

Our Framework for Farm-Level Sustainability
Projects is an easy-to-use handbook that
helps farmers determine which conservation
practices are most effective for their a1y .
individual farms by equipping them with the S
necessary tools to document the
environmental and financial effects of
conservation practices.




Field to Market’s Fieldprint Platform

* Field-level sustainability
* 8 metrics

 Scores for:
* Enrolled fields
* Farm averages
* Project benchmark
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BUILDING ON OUR

EXPANDING PROJECTS BASED ON THE FRAMEW ORK
FOR SUSTAINABILITY PROJECTS HELPING FARMERS
DETERMINE WHAT PRACTICES ARE MOST EFFECTIVE




APPROACH

Farmers Processors Conservation groups




PARTNERS:

« AgCentric, Minnesota State Farm Business Management

* Agropur

* Center for Farm Financial Management

* Clean Wisconsin

* Farmers for Sustainable Food

- Farmobile

* Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance

- Headwaters Agriculture Sustainability Partnership

* Houston Engineering, Inc.

* Southwest Wisconsin Technical College

* The Nature Conservancy

 University of Wisconsin-Madison/Extension

« U.S.Beet Sugar Association, American Sugarbeet Growers Association
* Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
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Conservation in Action

Through our pilot project:

Farmers completed financial and environmental analyses, demonstrated
conservation practices significantly reduce environmental pollutants reaching
streams and rivers

Farmers received individualized reports and participated in peer-to-peer learning

Farmers determined what conservation practices worked best for their farm




Financial analysis

4 farms

FINPACK

Project components

+ +

Field-level analysis Watershed Dairy barn
analysis GHG/energy
15 farms Watershed 3 farms, more?
Field to Market’s Prioritize, Target, FARM
Fieldprint Platform Measure Application Environmental
(PTMApp) Stewardship
e

mm Whole-farm picture



Questions?

Jamie Fisher

Project manager

(920) 905-3446,
jfisher@farmersforsustainablefood.com

Lauren Brey

Managing director

(920) 329-1220,
lbrey@farmersforsustainablefood.com



mailto:jfisher@farmersforsustainablefood.com
mailto:lbrey@farmersforsustainablefood.com
https://www.facebook.com/FarmersForSustainableFood
https://www.linkedin.com/company/farmers-for-sustainable-food/
https://twitter.com/ILFarmFamilies
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