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Key Discussion Points

 What is driving demand for Extension WQ outreach?

* What has changed in the farmer engagement
landscape?

e How is Extension responding to it?

e \What outcomes are we pursuing?

e What examples illustrate this work?
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Questions to Ponder:

What kinds of agricultural water quality education
needs do you hear, or perceive?

What is fundamentally driving those questions?
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Our perspective on drivers:

* Increased, broad, societal awareness

e Pressure felt by farmers

e Farmer leadership

e Questions about impact of climate change and
increased precipitation/intensity/variability

e Consensus within Ag Coalition organizations



Discovery Farms began 20 years ago in response to
needs for farmer leadership in water quality and
questions about the role of agriculture in water quality.
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Changes in Farmer Engagement Landscape

|  Farmer-led watershed
councils

—~ * Emerging leaders in ag
sectors
* Soll health as a
unifying concept
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Times have changed when this is no longer
considered a weedy corn field, and farmers
are hosting field days.
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Producer-Led Watershed Projects

2021 Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grant
Funded Projects
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1. Bear Cresek Chippewa

2. EuFFalnfTrpmpnlqau

3. Pipe Creek-Frontal Lake Winnebago, South Branch
Manitowor River

4. Upper Rock River

. Dy Run Creek

. Big Eau Pleing

- Doonamowot

. Upper Sugar River

9. Tomorrowr River\Waupaca River

10 Yellow River

11. Mill Creek

12, Sugar Kiver

13, Horse Crack

14. Middla Pecatonica River

15 Mibwaukes River

16. Ahnapes River and Stony Cresk

17. Lake Redstone

18. Red Cadar River

19. Harrows Creek-Baraboo River, Honey Creek, Otter Creak -
Wisconsin River

20. Sheboygan River

21. Sowth Kinnickinnic

22. Tainter Cresk

23. Shell Lake — Yellow River

24, Meudt Creek-Mill Creek, Trout Creek, Knight Hollaws-Bill
Creek, Lowery Creek and Rush Creek

25, Hoosler Creek, Eagle Creek and Goose Lake Branch
26, Waumandes Watarshed

27. Rush River

28. Yahara river

29, City of Stevens Point-Wisconsin River

A0, Lake Wisconsin

31. Lake Kegonsa- Yahara River; Oregon Branch- Badfish Creek,
Lake Waubesa-Yahara River
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Farmer-driven initiatives take

multiple forms

NRCS-funded networks have

proven a valuable model

NRCS Demonstration Networks
Foster Leadership

NRCS Wisconsin Demonstration Farm Networks

Date: 2/9/2021
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Questions from these & other settings
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Extension Agriculture Water Quality
Program role & response

e Build from and integrate Discovery Farms experience

e Respond to demand for information on water qua

e Integrate UW & other expertise into a quality proc

e Respond to insights of Ag Coalition, others

e New positions, via FY 22 budget appropriation

ity impacts
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Willing and Able UW Collaborators

& 2011 Tad Golf wwwi ledgoff.com

“We’re not reinventing the wheel.
We’re reinventing the process of
inventing the wheel. It’s
completely different.”

Faculty expertise

Extension educators &
specialists

Nutrient & Pest Mgt Program
Dairy Innovation Hub

Other campus expertise
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Focus on Goals & Outcomes
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Initial Focus and Projects

Convey relative impacts of various practices on soil,
phosphorus and nitrogen losses.

Communicate phosphorus tradeoffs associated with some
soil health practices. How can they be mitigated?

Elevate and expand education associated with Discovery
Farms research and demonstration projects.

Initiate applied research & demonstration to fill gaps.



urrently four Discovery Farms projects
partnering with counties (3 edge of field, 1
leaching




Discovery Farms Project Sites

Mixed study Counties
Water quality Counties

i Special project Counties
S 7
T o f
Bayfield |
Asn\anm_L\ Iron
‘—’—J‘ Vilas
Sawyer r Florence
| Price Oneida
»
Lincoln @
& Langlade i
Taylor
Chi
A h‘(J Menominee|
Dunn ‘
| Marathon
’ Shawano
Eau Claire Clark

’.. <ewaunde
Portage | W
Wod . e Oulagamie

,\J‘S Waushara

Adams

MarqueﬂeESfEEﬂ ke
r Fonddu Lac  |sheboygan!

Sauk £almbia Dodge

Juneau

Richland

Dane

|
lows. Jefferson | WaukeshalMilwaykee
Grant L
we? 2018
Lafayette Green Rock Walworth
Kenosha

Made by: A Wunderln, 2018

l:l Core cluster
[ Jem

L e

l:l Partner
I:I Tile/Partner

2022



Y / | A

Summary

Extension Ag Water Quality Program was created to respond to
demand for increased quantity and quality of agriculture water
quality outreach.

The landscape of water quality and farmer outreach is changing.

We're focused intently on helping farmers be successful
maximizing their positive impacts.



Y / | A

Questions?

Agriculture Water Quality Program managers

John Exo
john.exo@wisc.edu
608-393-0496

Amber Radatz
amber.radatz@wisc.edu
608-317-0001
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