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Dairy-Related Discoveries at UW-Madison

 If something has been discovered that is useful for dairy 
farmers or helpful to their animals, UW-Madison scientists 
have probably been involved

 Example:  Timed artificial insemination (OvSynch)

Saves Wisconsin dairy farmers about $58 million per year

 Example:  Genomic testing of dairy calves

> 30,000 calves are tested per month on US dairy farms

We are the research and development arm of the industry!
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Challenges

 Slow research and development timeline 

10+ years from great idea to useful product

 Increasing costs of carrying out research

Graduate students cost 50% more than a decade ago

Modern tools of molecular biology are useful, but expensive

 Low rate of intellectual property capture and 
entrepreneurship

Most discoveries are incremental and put in public domain
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Challenges
 Traditional attitudes toward university research

“We pay taxes” 

“The dean should spend our tax money on dairy”

 Check-off programs were created for declining industry

> $42 million per year collected from Wisconsin farmers

Can’t be spent on cow biology or dairy farm management

Are insufficient advertising and a lack of new products the 
only things limiting the growth of our industry? 

 No research and development investment for dairy farming
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Opportunities

Many investments by dairy-related agribusinesses

Sponsored research projects

Graduate student training

Undergraduate experiences

Growing interest in new and innovative models

Pooled $ to tackle big challenges affecting the whole industry

Angel/venture capital $ for risky ideas and entrepreneurship

Public-private institute for research and technical training

Stay tuned . . .
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